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Traffic Safety Challenges  
in Santa Clara County

In 2007, the California Highway Patrol reported 
18,068 crashes that resulted in 100 deaths and 
9,831 injuries in the county. Crashes involving 
alcohol were responsible for 34 of the fatalities 
and 1,061 injuries. That same year, there were 
538 pedestrians and 595 bicyclists injured or 
killed due to motor vehicle collisions.

Red light running and speeding contribute 
significantly to the number of people injured 
each year. During 2007, there were over 822 
injuries and two deaths due to red light violations 
and 31 fatalities and over 3,776 injuries from 
crashes where speeding was the primary factor.

TSCN Members
(Partial Listing)

American Medical Response (AMR)
California Highway Patrol

California State Automobile Association
Caltrans — Region 4

City of Campbell 
City of Cupertino

City of Gilroy
City of Los Altos
City of Milpitas

City of Morgan Hill 
City of Mountain View

City of Palo Alto
City of San Jose

City of Santa Clara
City of Sunnyvale

Department of Motor Vehicles
Health Trust

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)
Safe Kids Coalition

SCC Board of Supervisors
SCC Department of Alcohol and Drugs (DADS) 

SCC Emergency Medical Services
SCC Office of the District Attorney

SCC Office of Education
SCC Public Health Department

SCC Roads & Airports
SCC Office of the Sheriff

Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
Stanford University Medical Center, 

Trauma Services
Town of Los Gatos

Voices United
SCVMC Trauma Services

Join TSCN! 
To learn more about TSCN or to get  
involved with its activities call (408) 793-2730 
or visit www.sccphd.org/traffic.



TSCN Program Description
TSCN is a community collaborative guided by the Public Health Department. TSCN partners represent 
law enforcement, engineering, public health, injury prevention, elected officials, education, judicial 
system, emergency medical services, bicycle and pedestrian safety advocacy groups, and other traffic 
safety stakeholders. The combined efforts of the TSCN’s members have generated innovative projects 
that have contributed to the countywide reduction in motor vehicle crashes and improvement in bicycle 
and pedestrian safety. 

Under the leadership of the County’s Health Officer Dr. Martin Fenstersheib and County Supervisor  
Ken Yeager, TSCN strives to prevent and control traffic-related fatalities and injuries as well as save 
health care and property costs through research-based best practice approaches. Funding support for 
projects is provided by grants from the California Office of Traffic Safety, Caltrans, and others.

Alcohol & Impaired Driving Workgroup

Goal: To decrease the number of alcohol 
related crash injuries and fatalities among 
underage and adult drinking drivers.

The workgroup’s activities include: conducting 
driving under the influence (DUI) trials at high 
schools through the DUI Court in the Schools 
project, providing underage drinking and driving 
panel presentations to parents and students, 
distributing a parent and teen guide about 
underage drinking and driving, and supporting 
partner’s campaigns such as the California 
Highway Patrol’s Impact campaign and American 
Medical Response’s Every 15 Minutes program.

Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Workgroup

Goal: To decrease bicycle and pedestrian 
fatalities and injuries, particularly among 
young children and older adults.

This multi-disciplinary group promotes bicycling 
and pedestrian safety and the benefits of 
these healthy forms of transportation through 
public information, education, and public policy 
development. The workgroup will be expanding 
its support of campaigns such as Walk to 
School Week and Operation Safe Passage 
as it implements walkability and bikeability 
assessments, traffic safety committees, and 
student/parent safety education as part of a 
Safe Routes to School grant from Caltrans. The 
workgroup will continue to develop its juvenile 
traffic diversion program or “traffic school” for 
Santa Clara County youth cited for non-driving 
violations. Future goals include enhancing 
community walkability for other segments of the 
population including older adults. 

Roadway Safety Workgroup

Goal: To coordinate countywide initiatives  
to reduce speeding and red light running and 
improve roadway safety. 

Through its highly visible media and targeted 
enforcement campaigns, this group has reduced 
red light violations at a number of high-risk 
intersections and decreased speeding in school 
zones in cities across the county. This group 
continues to develop innovative strategies to 
improve roadway safety through its education, 
enforcement, and engineering efforts. 

Senior Driver Safety Program

The Senior Driver Safety Program is a pilot 
project funded by the California Office of Traffic 
Safety. This program combines classroom 
education, self-assessments of driving abilities, 
CarFit events, and resources for alternative 
transportation options. Together, all the 
components of the program are designed to 
help mature drivers improve safety and continue 
driving safely for as long as possible. TSCN 
works with senior centers and community 
centers to bring this program to older adults all 
across Santa Clara County.

TSCN Workgroups
TSCN has three workgroups that are responsible for developing creative solutions to the county’s traffic safety challenges. Each 
workgroup has its own goal and oversees multiple projects. 
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